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conference, it suggested that a discussion of Far Eastern and
Pacific questions should be added to that of limitation of
armament. In the end England gave way, and the conference
was opened at Washington.
Before this happened, well-informed people in England
had been advising the Government to make the conference
its opportunity to get rid of the Alliance. I will give a
characteristic example of the sort of thing that was being
said from an article by Wickham Steed, a leader writer in
the Review of Reviews, the sort of person who had been
advocating from behind the scenes co-operation with
America to do away with the Alliance :
Japan comes to the Washington Conference a militarist
Power : her statesmen and her diplomats have no voice in the
determination of policy. With her very strong Navy she is ready
to make war. If she does so, she can take the Philippines and
Guam, establish herself in financial and political control of
China, and become the dominating Power in the Far East.
All this is directly contrary to British interests. Further, although
England might wish to keep out of a war between Japan and
America, there is always the danger that her Self-Governing
Dominions in the Pacific might be drawn in. The wisest policy
is for England to go hand-in-hand with America.
Note, reader, that the same idea cropped up again at
the next disarmament conference two or three years later.
In the end, the Washington Conference succeeded in
strangling the Alliance. The fourth article of the Four-
Power Pacific Convention says, *As this Treaty comes into
force, the Anglo-Japanese Alliance comes to an end'.
This brief process brought to their close twenty years of
history and the Anglo-Japanese Alliance with its honourable
record of having maintained peace in the Far East.
Grey on the Alliance.
To end these reflections I cannot do better than to refer
my readers to that great diplomat Edward Grey. He speaks
of Japan as a fair and honourable ally, always considerate
of British difficulties. He refers to the restraint with which
she took advantage of her opportunities in the Great War,
and he asks those who may have to deal with her in the
future to remember her constant loyalty to an Alliance